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much greater perversion of the will and badness of character than a 
neuropathic individual who for a moment loses control of himself and 
commits a crime. As there are various degrees of freedom, so there must 
be various degrees of responsibility, in the same way that there are dif- 
ferent and more or less severe punishments attaching to different and 
more or less grievous offences. 

All this remains unintelligible in the indeterministic doctrine of pure 
free will. 

GUGLIELMO SALVADORI. 

Ukiveesitt or Pisa. 

Rene Descartes. Eine Einfuhrung in seine Werke. K. Junomanx. 

Leipzig : Fritz Eckardt Verlag. 1908. Pp. viii + 234. 

We have here a careful and painstaking account of the philosophy of 
Descartes, written with German thoroughness and based not only upon 
his philosophical works, but also upon the recent edition of his letters. 
The exposition is clear, the criticism sound, and both together make the 
book a valuable addition to the long list of commentaries upon Descartes 
and his school. The principal objection to be brought against it is rather 
of a literary than of a philosophical nature. The style is heavy and the 
reading may easily become a task. However much students of Descartes 
may feel repaid for the time devoted to the book, it is not likely to at- 
tract those not already interested in the subject. Perhaps the charm of 
a clear and simple style is too much to ask of a writer upon philosophy; 
certainly it is more than one usually gets from him, and Herr Jungmann 
is no more careless than many of his fellows. 

The arrangement of the book is based both upon chronology and sub- 
ject-matter, a combination always to be desired and, in the case of Des- 
cartes, particularly successful. A chapter upon method is followed by 
others upon mathematics, epistemology, and the sciences, under which 
captions are placed metaphysics, physics, psycho-physics, ethics, and re- 
ligion. The account of Descartes's achievements in mathematics is ex- 
cellent. Their nature, their value, and their relation to the rest of the 
mathematical thought of that century are all admirably set forth, while, 
at the same time, it is constantly urged that at bottom Descartes was 
never a mathematician. He was not interested in mathematical truths 
as such, but occupied himself with them because of their relation to 
philosophy. This is undoubtedly true to a large extent, though it seems 
to me one is hardly justified in saying that at no time in his development 
did Descartes have an interest in mathematics for its own sake. Such an 
interest was doubtless temporary and was promptly subordinated to others 
which were more permanent, but for a brief period it seems to have really 
existed. 

The chapter upon epistemology occupies by far the larger portion of 
the book and contains many of the most distinctively cartesian doctrines. 
These are treated with considerable detail, but without much attempt to 
evaluate them. In opposition to various other students, the author re- 
gards Descartes's position as critical rather than as dogmatic, because 
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he begins with an unprejudiced examination of the knowing faculty, and 
having once reached definite results, he does not attempt to transgress 
the limits thus established. In like manner his idealism is pronounced 
to be of the empirical type, because he regards knowledge of the external 
world as impossible except as the result of the direct action of outer ob- 
jects. All this elaborate structure of epistemological theory, however, 
can not be regarded as an end in itself. Like mathematics it was of value 
in the eyes of Descartes only because of its relation to physics, which is 
the aim and center of his philosophy. For him epistemology was a pro- 
paedeutic to physical philosophy, and he cared for no other metaphysics. 

The basal conceptions of the cartesian physics are the vortex and the 
ether. From these two principles the whole material universe, both in- 
organic and organic, can be explained. The details of the explanation are 
naturally more fully worked out in some directions than in others, and 
Herr Jungmann follows Descartes in this respect. The book is brought 
to an end by a chapter upon Descartes's writings, which are divided into 
three groups: the published works, the fragments, and the letters. The 
last are of especial value in tracing the development of Descartes's 
thought and the relation of his books to one another. The letters make 
it possible to state with accuracy the order in which many of Descartes's 
theories took shape in his own mind, and, in some cases, show that the 
previous conjectures upon this subject are altogether wrong. In fact not 
only here, but throughout the book, Herr Jungmann pays a good deal of 
attention to fixing exact dates in connection with his author's philosoph- 
ical activity. The care with which this work has been done, united with 
equal caution in the formation of conjectures where sufficient evidence is 
lacking, will undoubtedly make the monograph of value for reference to 
any student of philosophy desiring exact information concerning the 
origin of the Cartesian theories. 

G. N. Dolson. 

Wells College. 
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